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Lesson: May 14, 2020

Objective/Learning Target:   
Students will explore the activities associated with the 

business of theatre.



Let’s Get Started / Warm Up Activities:

Yesterday you were asked to share your 
dream musical or play that you would like 
your high school to produce.  How would you 
convince your director to choose this show?
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The Business of Theatre



Lesson/Activity 

PRODUCING A SHOW:

The first thing that has to be decided in 
producing a show is WHAT the show will be.  
When deciding a theatrical season, theatre 
companies will PITCH ideas about the 
shows they think they should produce that 
season.

Today, you will put together a pitch for your 
high school theatre department to produce 
your dream show!



Lesson/Activity Continued

● Strengths: Characteristics of the show that give 
it an advantage over other shows.

● Weaknesses: Characteristics of the show that 
place it at a disadvantage relative to other 
shows.

● Opportunities: Elements in the environment 
(the class itself, the school, the stage, etc.) that 
the class could exploit to its advantage to 
produce the show.

● Threats: Elements in the environment (the class 
itself, the school, the stage, etc.) that could 
create obstacles for putting on the production.

Formatting the pitch, combining business 
and theatre, SWOT analysis:



Practice:  Create a Pitch 

1. First, make a chart and do a SWOT analysis of your dream show to be produced on 
your high school main stage.

2. Next, consider the following questions:
a. Why do they like this show?
b. How big/small is the cast? (Do you have enough boys to do the show? If not, can you cross-gender cast some roles?)
c. Is it a musical or a play?
d. Where would they stage the show? (Does the show have any scenic limitations or challenges involved, like requiring a fly gallery or a trapdoor?)
e. What costs are involved in producing the show? (Think about things like rights and royalties, hiring staff, budget for props and costumes, etc.)
f. How would this show challenge the actors and backstage crew?

g. What is the students’ vision for the show? (For example, do they want to do a show with a huge ensemble wearing period costumes, or a 
stripped-down version wearing rehearsal blacks?)

h. How would they market the show to an audience?
i. Is the show currently available for schools to produce? (There go your students’ dreams of producing Hamilton at your school, for the foreseeable 

future…)

3.  Now, after the analysis create a short 2-3 minute pitch.  This can be a short video or written 
explanation.  Have fun!  Convince us!


